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From Kentuckyôs Vacation Crossroads 

With the coming of April Spring has finally arrived. We at the London-Laurel County Tourist 

Commission are gearing up for the biggest Spring tourist season ever.  The Spring tourist events 

will kick off with the Redbud Ride on April 13. In May and June we will be hosting the Kentucky 

Scholastic 3-D Archery Championships, the ASA PRO/AM 3-D Archery Championships, the 

Kentucky State H.O.G. Rally and the Kentucky State Womenôs Amateur Golf Championships. You 

can read more about these events in this newsletter. If you know of others that would benefit from 

receiving this newsletter please give us a call at 606-878-6900 or drop us an email at 

tourism@lltc.net or better yet, stop in and visit with us. Our office is located just off exit 41 of I-75. 

London-Laurel County Tourist Commission Receives Funding to 

Help Host the Kentucky Scholastic 3D Archery Championship 

The London-Laurel County Tourist Commission recently received notice from the 

Kentucky Sports Authority (KSA) that the Tourist Commission will receive sports 

sponsorship funding to help host the inaugural Kentucky Scholastic 3D Archery 

Championship. The event will take place on May 30th-31st at the Laurel County 

Fairgrounds. The Scholastic tournament will precede the Tru Ball Archery Shooters 

Association (ASA) 3D Pro/Am Tournament to be held at the same location on May 

31-June 2. The Tourist Commis-

sion will be awarded $7,130 from 

the Sports Sponsorship Program. 

KSAôs Sports Events Sponsor-

ship Program is designed to assist 

communities in the attraction and 

development of  new sports 

events that will generate solid 

economic impact for the commu-

nity, the region and the Common-

wealth of Kentucky.  

The London-Laurel County Tour-

ist Commission and the Scholastic Archery Association estimate that over 1,000 

competitors, coaches and family members 

will attend this inaugural Kentucky Scho-

lastic 3D Archery Championship. We esti-

mate that about half these will be over-

night guests.  

The London-Laurel County Tourist Com-

mission has experience in hosting large 

3D archery tournaments of this type. The 

Tourist Commission has hosted the Ar-

chery Shooters Association (ASA) Pro/

Am 3D Archery Championship for the past seven consecutive years. In 2012, the 

Pro/Am attracted 1,654 competitors from 38 states. 

§ Kentucky Scholastic 3D Archery Championshipï May 30-31 at the Laurel 

County Fairgrounds. 

§ Archery Shooters Association Pro/Am 3D Championshipï May31-June 2 at the 

Laurel County Fairgrounds. 
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Newest Tourism Junior Volunteer Arrives 

 

Congratulations to Kim Collier of the Lon-

don-Laurel County Tourist Commission. 

Kim is the grandmother of a new bouncing 

baby boy. Aiden Frost Collier was born to 

Kimôs daughter Morgan on March 22 at 

Saint Joseph London. Aiden weighed in at 8 

pounds and 7 ounces.   

Kentucky State H.O.G Rally and Motorcycles on Main 

Coming June 6-8 

If you are a Harley-Davidson owner or if you just like to look at beautiful motorcy-

cles London and Laurel County will be the place to be on June 6th-8th. We are ex-

pecting 2,000 to 3,000 Harley-Davidson owners to be in town for the week. The 

motorcyclists will be out riding our 

beautiful motorcycle routes during 

the day. In the evenings there will be 

lots of music, food and activities for 

our guests. Two of the highlights of 

the H.O.G Rally will be a Friday 

night Kentucky Headhunters concert 

and a Saturday night Motorcycles on 

Main block party on Main Street.  

The Motorcycles on Main block par-

ty will be jointly sponsored by the 

London-Laurel County Tourist 

Commission and London Downtown 

Inc. This 6-9 PM event will feature 

lots of live music, food and other 

activities. Parking along Main Street 

will be limited to Harley-Davidsons 

for the evening. Motorcycles on 

Main is the best place for local citi-

zens and visitors to get a look at the 

beautiful motorcycles.  

For a full schedule of the Kentucky 

State H.O.G. Rally events go to 

www.kystatehogrally.com/

schedule.html.  

London-Laurel County Tourist Commission Completes Long 

Range Strategic Plan 

 

After months of committee meet-

ings and work sessions, the Lon-

don-Laurel County Tourist Com-

mission has completed 2013 Stra-

tegic Plan. The plan outlines the 

road map for the future of tourism 

development in London and Lau-

rel County. Many hours were 

spent by community leaders from 

numerous organizations to assess 

our current situation and design 

this Strategic Plan. The plan will 

chart the course and provide the 

focus and the strategic direction 

for the London-Laurel County 

Tourist Commission to achieve 

its mission of promoting London 

and Laurel County. It will also be used to increase visitation and stimulate the re-

gionôs economy. 

London and Laurel County have extraordinary assets and there is a great potential 

for growth in tourism. The London-Laurel County Tourism Commission recog-

nizes tourism as a key economic development component that enhances the quali-

ty of life for area citizens.  

This strategic plan is intended to be a ñliving document.ò We will review the plan 

regularly and make adjustments as needed. We hope you will join in our excite-

ment and participate in activities to help execute this plan. We value your input 

and look forward to working with you. 

If you would like a digital copy of the London-Laurel County Tourist Commis-

sion 2013 Strategic Plan please email rodney@laurelkytourism.com. 

Redbud Ride Weekend Set for April 12 & 13 

On the weekend of April 12th and 13th Lon-

don and Laurel County  will again be invaded 

by about a 1,000 bicyclists from all over the 

United States.  As of the first of April, 709 

cyclists from as far away as Connecticut and 

New Jersey had already pre-registered to par-

ticipate in the ride. The cyclists will have five 

routes to choose from. The longest of the 

routes is the 100-mile Big Red Route.  Big Red 

was chosen by Active.com as the ñBest Centu-

ry Ride in America.ò in 2011. The other routes are 70 miles, 58 miles, 35 miles and 23 

miles. While Big Red has lots of steep hills the Yel-

low Route is designed for beginning cyclists and 

families. The Yellow Route is mostly flat with a few 

small hills.  

However, the Redbud Ride is not all about bicycles. 

There will also be lots of food, music and fun. Our 

non-cycling visitors and local citizens are welcome 

to join the Redbud Ride block party on Main Street 

on Friday April 12. You are also invited to the Red-

bud Ride bon-fire party at The Bennett Center pic-

nic shelter on Saturday evening after the ride. 

Team Redbud Ride is always looking for volunteers. 

If you would like to volunteer to paint road mark-

ings, stuff goody bags or help with the registration 

table please let us know by emailing us at            

rodney@laurelkytourism.com. 

Crooked Creek Golf Club to Host Kentucky State    

Womenôs Amateur Golf Championship 

 

The Womenôs Kentucky State Golf 

Association Board of Directors is 

proud to announce the 2013 Wom-

enôs State Golf Amateur Champion-

ship will be hosted by Crooked Creek 

Golf Club. The dates for the match 

play tournament are June 24th-28th. 

The statewide event was last held at 

Crooked Creek in 1996 when  Cyn-

thia Powell won the state champion-

ship. 

Calendar of Events 

¶ April 12ï Redbud Ride Warmup. Union College in Barbourville, KY. Reg-

istration starts at 10 AM. The ride starts at Noon. 

¶ April 12ï Redbud Ride Registration, Packet Pickup and Cycling Expo. 

London Community Center. 3-7 PM. 

¶ April 12ï Redbud Ride. Mikeôs Hike and Bike Pre Ride Block Party. 

Downtown London. 6-9 PM. Everyone welcome. 

¶ April 13ï London Rotary Clubôs Redbud Ride Pancake Breakfast and Red-

bud Ride packet pickup. Laurel County Farmers Market. 6-9 AM 

¶ April 13ï Redbud Ride. Laurel County Farmers Market. London, KY. 8 

AM 

¶ April 13ï Redbud Ride BBQ and More. Laurel County Farmers Market. 

Noonï 7 PM 

¶ April 13ï Redbud Ride Bon Fire and Jam Session. Location to be an-

nounced. 7-9 PM 

¶ April 14ï Redbud Lite. Acres of Land Winery. Richmond, KY. 10 AM 

¶ April 16ï London-Laurel County Tourist Commission. Heritage Hills Ban-

quet Hall. Lunch 11:30 AM followed by the meeting at noon. Call Elaine at 

606-878-6900 to rsvp. 

¶ April 22-24ï National Association of Sports Commission Event Symposi-

um. Louisville, Kentucky 

¶ April 30-May 2ï Tour Southern and Eastern Kentucky Work Study Tour. 

¶ May 16ï London-Laurel County Chamber of Commerce Luncheon 

¶ May 16-18ï Shrinerôs Bluegrass Festival. Laurel County Fairgrounds 

¶ May 21- London-Laurel County Tourist Commission. Heritage Hills Ban-

quet Hall. Lunch 11:30 AM followed by the meeting at noon. Call Elaine at 

606-878-6900 to rsvp. 

¶ May 30-31ï Kentucky Scholastic 3D Archery Championship. Laurel Coun-

ty Fairgrounds. 

¶ May 31ï June 2. Archery Shooters Association (ASA) Pro/Am 3D Archery 

Tournament 

London-Laurel County Tourist Commission and Flying Squirrel 

Adventures Announce the Sheltowee Extreme Vï 12 Hour        

Adventure Race 

The Sheltowee Extreme V-12 Hour Adventure Race will take place at Laurel Riv-

er Lake Recreation Area on Saturday July 13th. Laurel County is an all new ven-

ue for the race.  Sheltowee Extreme V will feature 12 hours of mountain biking, 

paddling, trekking, swimming (with PFD) and navigation through virgin adven-

ture racing territory.  

The course design will be flex-

ible, to allow participants to 

tailor the race to their abilities. 

Solid navigation skills will be 

needed to complete the course, 

however. According to event 

organizer Stephanie Ross the 

Sheltowee Extreme V-12 is 

qualifier for the national cham-

pionship extreme race and is 

not recommended for adven-

ture race beginners. 

The race is open to soloists and teams of 2, 3 or 4 (male, female and coed). The 

entry fee is $125 and includes waterproof maps, wicking race shirt, post-race 

meal USARA sanctioning and Regional Qualifier sponsorship, course vetting, 

door prizes, and more! Ross estimates that 150 athletes will participate in the 

race. 

For more information or to volunteer for the race go to flyingsquirreladven-

tures.com or phone Stephanie at 859-619-6464. 

Road to Historic Levi Jackson Cemetery Open to Tourists 

and Local Citizens 

David Westerfield, Laurel County Judge Executive, has announced that the road 

to the historic Levi Jackson Cemetery is now open to tourists and citizens interest-

ed in local history. Levi Jackson was Laurel Countyôs first judge. Jackson served 

three terms beginning in 1850.  

Laurel Countyôs Levi Jackson 

Wilderness Road State Park, 

located just south of London, 

is dedicated to all the men and 

women who braved the perils 

of the wilderness to settle in 

Kentucky.  

Levi Jackson and his father-in

-law, John Freeman, were 

partners in the Wilderness 

Road Tavern and the Laurel 

River Post Office. After Free-

manôs death, Jackson contin-

ued to run the tavern. The sur-

rounding farmland became 

known as Jacksonôs Farm.  In 

1931, descendants of Freeman 

and Jackson donated 307 acres 

of land to the Kentucky State 

Parks system for a park honor-

ing the stateôs pioneers.  

The Wilderness Road is an 

integral part of  Laurel Coun-

tyôs early history. Along with 

Booneôs Trace (named after 

Daniel Boone), the Wilderness 

Road carried thousands of  

people into the interior of 

Kentucky via the Cumberland 

Gap. Booneôs Trace and Wil-

derness Road at times cross 

each other and both historic 

trails pass through Levi Jack-

son Wilderness Road State 

Park. Between 1744 and 1796, more than 200,000 pioneers traveled over the Wil-

derness Road and Booneôs Trace during the settlement of Kentucky.  

Today visitors to the park can retrace the footsteps of the early pioneers on eight 

and one half miles of hiking trails that include portions of the historic Wilderness 

Road and Booneôs Trace. 


